
Phonics at Tennyson Road Infant School  

 
At Tennyson Road Infant School all children in Years R, 1 and 2 receive a daily phonics lesson.  Our planning for these 

lessons is based on Letters and Sounds and follows the phase progression.  

We have reviewed our phonics provision and will be implementing the ‘Sounds Write’ approach to phonics following 

training in autumn 2021. ‘Sounds Write’ is comprehensive and has phonically decodeable books and matching 

resources.  It teaches synthetic phonics in a systematic way. 

Our expectations:  

EYFS  

By the end 
of:  

We expect children to have learned/achieved:  

Autumn  Children recognise the following graphemes and can say the corresponding phonemes: s, a, t, p, i, n, 
m, d, g, o, c, k, ck, e, u, r, h, b, f, ff, ff, le, ss Tricky words: I, the, no, go, to, into  
Learning objective writing: I can use some clearly identifiable letters to communicate meaning, 
representing some sounds correctly and in sequence in a simple caption. E.g. ‘I went to the top’. 
Learning objective reading: I am beginning to read words and simple sentences.  
  
If children have not achieved the expected level they will be given the opportunity to revisit and 
review through intervention time and differentiated phonics groups.  

Spring  Children recognise the following graphemes and can say the corresponding phonemes: j, v, w, x, y, qu, 
z, zz, ch, sh, th, ng, dge, ve, why, cks, tch, nk, ai, ee, igh, oa, oo, oo, ar, or, ur, ow, oi, ear, air, er, er, ue, 
ue, ure, ture  
Tricky words: he, she, we, me, be, was, you, they, all, are, my, her  
Learning objective writing: I can write simple sentences which can be read by themselves and others.  
E.g. ‘I will go to sleep.’  
Learning objective reading: I can read and understand simple sentences. I can use phonic knowledge 
to decode regular words and read them aloud accurately.  
  
If children have not achieved the expected level they will be given the opportunity to revisit and 
review through intervention time and differentiated phonics groups.  

Summer  Children recognise the graphemes and can say the corresponding phonemes for all of the above. If 
children are competent at recognising and using and applying all of the above alternative spelling will 
be taught: ay, oy, ea, ie, ow, ew, ew, ou, ir, aw, eer, are, ce, ea, o, ed  
Tricky words: said, have, like, so, do, some, come, were, there, little, one, when, out, what  
Early Learning Goal learning objective writing: I can use my phonic knowledge to write words in ways 
which match their spoken sounds. I can also write some irregular common words. I can write simple 
sentences which can be read by myself and others. Some words are spelt correctly and others are 
phonetically plausible.  
Early Learning Goal learning objective reading: I can read and understand simple sentences. I can use 
phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read them aloud accurately. I can also read some 
common irregular words. I can demonstrate understanding when talking with others about what they 
have read.  

 Exceeding the Early Learning Goal learning objective writing: I can spell phonically regular words of 
more than one syllable as well as many irregular but high frequency words. I can use key features of 
narrative in my own writing.  
Exceeding the Early Learning Goal learning objective reading: I can read phonically regular words of 
more than one syllable as well as many irregular but high frequency words. I can use phonic, semantic 
and syntactic knowledge to understand unfamiliar vocabulary. I can describe the main events in the 
simple stories I have read.  
  
If children have not achieved the expected level they will be given the opportunity to revisit and 
review through intervention time and differentiated phonics groups.  



Year 1  

By the end 
of:  

We expect children to have learned/achieved:  

Autumn  At the start of the year, Year 1 children will begin with a recap of the learning from the previous term 
in Reception, as well as revision of all previous sounds.  The purpose of this is to consolidate children’s 
knowledge of graphemes in reading and spelling, including words containing adjacent consonants.  
By the end of the Autumn term children should:  

• Give the sound when shown any grapheme from previous learning  
• Find any grapheme from a display when given the sound  
• Be able to blend and read words containing adjacent consonants e.g. trip  
• Be able to segment and spell words containing adjacent consonants  
• Be able to read the tricky words, some, one, said, come, do, so, were, when, have, there, out, 

like, little, what  

• Be able to spell the tricky words, he, she, we, me, be, was, my, you, her, all, they, are  
• Write each letter correctly  

  
Children who are not meeting the expected standard will be identified by the class teacher for 
intervention.  This intervention will provide further opportunities for children to revisit and review 
previous sounds from earlier phonic stages.  Progress within these targeted intervention groups will 
be monitored closely by the class teacher, and other adults delivering the group session, in 
communication with the school SENCO.  

Spring  Children continue to broaden their knowledge of graphemes and phonemes for use in reading and 
spelling.  They will learn new graphemes and alternative pronunciations for these: ay, ou, ie, ea; oy, ir, 
ue, aw; wh, ph, oe, ow, ch, au, a-e, e-e, i-e, o-e, u-e. Alternative spellings for sounds will also be 
taught: wr, gn, kn, ere, ear, are.  
By the end of Spring term children should:  

• Give the sound when shown any grapheme that has been taught  
• For any given sound, write the common graphemes  
• Apply phonic knowledge and skills as the prime approach to reading and spelling unfamiliar 

words that are not completely decodable  

• Read and spell phonically decodable two or three syllable words  
• Read automatically all the words in the list of tricky words taught so far, as well as, oh, their, 

people, Mr., Mrs., looked, called, asked, could  

• Become increasingly familiar with reading the common exception words listed in Appendix 2 
of the National Curriculum  

• Spell most of the words in the list of tricky words   Form all letters correctly  

Summer  Children should continue to broaden their phonic skills throughout the remainder of the year.  By the 
end of Year 1, children should be able to read a large number of different words containing the 
grapheme phoneme correspondences that they have learned.  More accurate spellings will be 
introduced which embody each spelling pattern that has been taught.  These make up the common 
exception words, a full list of these can be found in Appendix 2 of the National Curriculum.   
  
In June, every child in Year 1 completes a statutory assessment in their phonic skills to ensure that 
most children are achieving a good standard.  These assessments are usually carried out individually 
with their child’s teacher, and consist of 40 words containing the phonemes/graphemes taught 
throughout previous terms.  The assessment contains both real and pseudo (nonsense) words which 
the child has to read.  Any child that does not reach the acquired standard will need to retake this 
assessment in Year 2  

  

 

 

 



Year 2  

By the 
end of:  

We expect children to have learned/achieved:  

  It is expected that most children will begin Year 2 with secure phonic skills.   During the Autumn term 
children will revisit learning from Year 1 in order to consolidate and review their knowledge of 
graphemes for reading and spelling.  Children should be increasingly confident at reading and spelling 
the Year 1 common exception words.  
  
Throughout the remainder of the year, spelling skills are concentrated on in order for children to 
become increasingly accurate spellers.  Reading fluency is also promoted to enable children to read 
for information, and for pleasure.  
New spelling patterns are learnt: ge/dge, kn, gn, wr, -le, -el, -al, -il, -y, or spelt –all, ee spelt –ey, -tion 
(as outlined in the statutory requirements for Year 2 in Appendix 2 of the National Curriculum. ) 
  
Further grammar and spelling expectations will be taught, including:  

• Introducing and teaching the past tense  
• Investigating and learning how to add suffixes  
• Teaching the spelling of long, multi-syllabic words  
• Finding and learning the ‘difficult bit’ in words  
• Children gaining independence and confidence in their reading and writing ability  
• Contractions, and the use of apostrophes  
• Homophones and near homophones  
• Reading and spelling the Year 2 common exception words as outlined in the National 

Curriculum.  
  
Children who are not meeting the expected standards will continue to receive targeted intervention, 
focussing on their current stage of phonological awareness.  As in previous year groups, this will be 
monitored closely to ensure progression.  
  
In June, those children who did not pass the phonics screening assessment in Year 1 will retake the 
test.     
  

  


